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1. WHEN I SAW FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS LAST NIGHT I 
LED OFF WITH A STATEMENT REFLECTING MY UNHAPPINESS 
WITH THE NOVEMBER 17 MARCH PAST OUR EMBASSY IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE COMMEMORATION OF THE POLYTECHNION 
ANNIVERSAY - AS I AND OTHER EMBASSY OFFICERS HAVE BEEN 
DOING THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS WITH OTHER GOG MINISTERS 
AND OFFICIALS (REFTEL). I TOLD BITSIOS THAT I FAILED 

TO SEE ANY CONNECTION WHATSOEVER BETWEEN THE POLYTECHNION 
EVENTS OF 1973 AND THE USG OR OUR EMBASSY HERE IN ATHENS, 

THAT I FAILED TO SEE WHY THE GOG HAD APPROVED OF 
ROUTE OF THE MARCH, AND THAT I WAS OF THE OPINION 
THAT THE EPISODE COULD ONLY BE HARMFUL TO US -GREEK 
RELATIONS AND, INDEED, THE TRUE INTERESTS OF THE 
GOG AND THE GREEK PEOPLE THEMSELVES. MY STATEMENTS 
AND COMMENTS WERE A FULLER ELABORATION OF SOME 
EARLIER COMMENTS I HAD MADE TO BITSIOS BY TELEPHONE 
THE PREVIOUS DAY. 

2. BITSIOS SAID THAT HE AGREED THAT THE MARCH 

PAST OUR EMBASSY WAS UNFORTUNATE AND SAID THAT HE 
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PERSONALLY HAD DONE HIS UTMOST TO PREVENT IT. HE 
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WAS EQUALLY UNEQUIVOCAL IN STATING THAT HE AGREED 
THAT THERE WAS NO CONNECTION WHATSOEVER BETWEEN 
THE POLYTECHNION EVENTS OF 1973 AND THE USG. 

HOWEVER, HE SAID, THE ORGANIZERS OF THE MARCH HAD 

ANTICIPATED A CROWD RUNNING INTO THE HUNDREDS OF 

THOUSANDS AND HAD TOLD THE POLICE THAT MANY ELEMENTS WERE 

INSISTING UPON A MARCH PAST THE US EMBASSY. THE 

ORGANIZERS TOLD THE POLICE THAT IF THE MARCH WERE 

PERMITTED THEY FELT THAT, WITH THE COOPERATION OF THE 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES, THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO ASSURE 

AN ABSOLUTELY PEACEFUL AND NON-VIOLENT DEMONSTRATION. 

HOWEVER, THE ORGANIZERS SAID, IF THE POLICE REFUSED TO 

ALLOW THE MARCH TO THE EMBASSY THERE WAS NO QUESTION BUT THAT 

SOME GROUPS WOULD PROCEED TO THE US EMBASSY ANYWAY AND THERE 

WAS THE DANGER OF A SERIOUS CONFRONTATION AND VIOLENCE. 

ACCORDINGLY, BITSIOS WENT ON, THE CHIEF OF THE ATHENS 

POLICE STRONGLY URGED THE GOG TO ALLOW THE MARCH OUT OF 

THE DOWNTOWN ATHENS AREA AND PAST THE US EMBASSY, AND 

THE GOG RELUCTANTLY AGREED. THE GOG ALSO TOOK THE 

FULLEST POSSIBLE MEASURES, BITSIOS SAID, TO ENSURE THAT 

THERE WOULD BE NO DAMAGE OR HARM OF ANY KIND TO USG 

PROPERTY OR PERSONNEL AT THE EMBASSY AND, HE CONCLUDED, 

EVERYTHING WORKED OUT ABOUT AS FORESEEN. HE SAID HE 

HOPED THAT THE GRADUAL EMPROVEMENT IN US-GREEK RELATIONS 

AND THE SOLUTION OF SOME MAJOR PENDING PROBLEMS, SUCH 

AS THE CYPRUS QUESTION, WOULD RESULT IN A FAR BETTER 

CLIMATE IN GREECE AS FAR AS THE US WAS CONCERNED AND 

THAT NEXT YEAR AND THEREAFTER SUCH COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS 

WOULD NOT BE ASSOCIATED IN ANY WAY WITH US POLICIES OR 

ACTIONS. 

3. 1 TOLD BITSIOS THAT I APPRECIATED HIS EXPLANATION 
AND HIS EFFORTS AND THAT WHILE I COULD UNDERSTAND THE 
THINKING OF THE GOG ON THIS MATTER I CONTINUED TO REGARD 
THE MARCH PAST OUR EMBASSY - WITH ITS IMPLICATIONS - 
AS TOTALLY INAPPROPRIATE AND UNJUSTIFIED. HOWEVER, 

I SAID, IN THE CONTEXT OF THE VERY STRONG EFFORTS BEING 
MADE BY BOTH OUR GOVERNMENTS TO REPAIR AND REBUILD 
A SOUND SET OF BILATERAL RELATIONSHIPS, WE WOULD 
CONTINUE TO REFRAIN FROM MAKING ANY PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
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ABOUT THE MATTER, ALTHOUGH PRIVATELY THERE SHOULD 
BE NO DOUBTS WHATEVER IN THE GOG ABOUT HOW WE FELT 
ABOUT IT. KUBISCH 
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